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SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY

1818 Advanced College Credit Program
ENG 150: The Process of Composition (3)

College Preparatory English III: 11th Grade

Course Syllabus 
2010-2011
Instructor: Ms. Speight



Room: 3 

E-mail: mspeight@stegen.k12.mo.us

Phone: 573-883-4500, ext. 2137
Website: http://www.stegen.k12.mo.us/tchrpges/sghs/mspeight/classpage.htm

Prep Period: 1st period (7:55-8:50 a.m.), M-F; also available before/after school 

Pre-requisites: A recommended grade of “B” or above in English II or CP English II; proficient word processing skills. Admissions Standards for 1818 ACC Program: Carry a cumulative GPA of 3.0 (on a 4.0 scale).
Course Objective/Description: This course emphasizes an intensive study of grammar, vocabulary, reading, and writing. The reading focuses on a survey of American literature; four to five novels/larger works will be included in that study. The writings (essays—with a minimum of one being research-based) closely follow St. Louis University’s course description for ENGL 150: The Process of Composition. Below is St. Louis University’s course description: 

This course develops skills in writing effective personal and expository prose. The course achieves this by instructing students in methods of invention, organization, audience analysis, and style. The emphasis is on the compositional process; significant attention is given to generating, shaping, and editing of the written word in its preliminary stages. The course seeks to integrate the personal experiences of students with the academic knowledge they gain throughout a college curriculum.
College Preparatory English III can be taken for high school and college credit (2nd semester only) through St. Louis University’s 1818 dual enrollment program. A grade of “C” or above is required to earn college credit. For more information about St. Louis University’s 1818 program, please visit www.slu.edu/colleges/AS/1818acc.

Supplies/Texts: 
· 1” or 1 ½” (no larger) 3-ring notebook with section dividers

· Sections: (1) Bell Ringers; (2) Notes/Handouts; (3) Graded Work
· loose-leaf notebook paper and writing utensil(s)
· flash drive/thumb drive
· Prentice Hall Literature: The American Experience—literature anthology
· Language Network—writing handbook
· Various novels and supplemental readings
Grading/Extra Credit: I DO NOT give grades. You earn them. According to departmental policy, I do not allow for extra credit assignments. 
Your grade will be calculated as follows: 

Assessments (Common Assessments, Tests, Quizzes, and Formal Writings)—60% 

Other (Daily Grades, Homework, Projects, etc.)—40 % 

The semester final is worth 15% of the total grade. Each quarter is worth 42.5% of the total grade.
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Late Work/Absences: According to departmental policy, NO LATE WORK IS ACCEPTED. With regard to absences, you are responsible for obtaining missed assignments. Before coming to me and asking, “Did we do something?” (We always are “doing” something) or “What’s my assignment?”, make sure to do the following: (1) Check the website; (2) Check the Handout Folder; and then (3) Ask a fellow student for notes. 

Remember, you have one day for each day absent (i.e., gone two days, two days to complete work). If for any reason you needed extra time to complete the missed work, please discuss with me first. Otherwise, I will not accept assignments after the allotted time frame has passed. Also, I WILL NOT track you down for your missed assignments.  It is your responsibility to hand them in to me. 

**IMPORTANT NOTE: If you are absent the day a major assignment is due (i.e., essays), you are still accountable for that assignment. MEANING: The assignment is still due that day at the beginning of the school day; otherwise, it is considered “late,” which results in an automatic 10% grade reduction. In addition, students tardy to my class the day a major assignment is due will receive the standard 10% grade reduction if I’ve already collected the assignment (i.e., Assignments are due at the beginning of class, which means they must be printed and in order). 

Rules/Procedures: (a.k.a. Ms. Sp8’s Eight) A wise friend once told me, “Life’s not that hard if you follow the directions.”
1. Arrival—Be seated and on task when the bell rings. 

2. Assignments—Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  I DO NOT accept late assignments. If you don’t have your assignment ready to hand in, I will not accept it.
3. Dismissal—Wait to be dismissed from class by the teacher.  The bell does not dismiss you.  

4. Leaving the Room—Visit the restroom, water fountain, etc., on your own time. If you must leave the room, first ask permission. You must have your planner to leave. **NOTE: Returning to your locker for any materials will result in a tardy and permission to return to your locker is not a given (so come prepared; speaking of prepared…). 

5. Preparedness—Be alert and attentive.  Please raise your hand to make a relevant comment or to ask a question. 

6. Responsibility—Come to class every day with the required materials (You will not be permitted to go to your locker unless the teacher deems it absolutely necessary.). If you are absent from class, you are responsible for your make-up work. I will not hunt you down.

7. Respect, Respect, Respect—Respect others, their property, and their right to learn.  Students are expected to treat other classmates and the teacher with respect and courtesy.
8. School Policies—Students are expected to follow school rules regarding appropriate behavior (e.g., dress code, cell phone use, etc.)
What Works: I want to highlight a few items that help me create an effective learning environment. 
· Planners/Lanyards/Flash Drive
· Check Class Website and Folder— Missed Assignments

· Label All Assignments—Name/Class Period/Date; MLA Heading on Major Assignment
· Be Prepared—Binder and Book, Pen and Paper; Be On Task—Bell to Bell; Be Respectful.
Significant Course Content and Approximate Dates
First Semester (Literature Intensive)—vocabulary and auxiliary grammar/writing assignments will be assigned during the semester.
1st 4 weeks:
· Resume/Cover Letter

· Introduction: Literary Movement

· Unit One: A Gathering of Voices
2nd 4 weeks:

· Unit One: A Gathering of Voices (cont.)

· Play: The Crucible
· Unit Two: A Growing Nation
3rd 4 weeks:
· Unit Three: Division, Reconciliation, and Expansion

· Unit Four: Disillusion, Defiance, and Discontent
4th 4 weeks:
· Unit Five: Prosperity and Protest
· Unit 6: New Voices, New Frontiers

Second Semester (Writing Intensive)— vocabulary, grammar, and supplementary novels will be assigned during the semester.

1st 4 weeks: Descriptive/Narrative Essay
· Thinking as a Writer 

· Reading and Viewing with a Critical Eye

· Descriptive and Narrative Techniques
2nd 4 weeks: Expository Essay
· Locating and Narrowing a Topic

· Examining the methods of an informative essay: Definition, Example, Compare/Contrast, Cause/Effect, Classification, and Process Analysis.
3rd 4 weeks: Argumentative Essay
· Analyzing Effective Arguments (Logos, Ethos, and Pathos)

· Making Arguable Claims and Avoiding Logical Fallacies

4th 4 weeks: Annotative Bibliography/Literary Analysis
· Introduction to Research and MLA Formatting Techniques

· Incorporating Primary and Secondary Texts 

Writing Guidelines and Procedures
· Regular Writing Assignments (scheduled/impromptu, in-class/out-of-class, and formal/informal)—All out-of-class assignments must be typed, unless otherwise stated.
· Workshop-Based Approach—the development of your essays will include multiple drafts. 
· Editing practices—Peer workshops, at any stage of the writing process, provide valuable practice for both the writer and the editor. Therefore, peer editing is only effective if you become an active participant in the process. 
· Portfolio Maintenance— English 150 is a portfolio-based writing course. All students are required to maintain a portfolio of their work in the course. 
· Essay Submissions—All final drafts will be submitted on the date and time due (beginning of class) in typed format (12 point Times New Roman; double-spaced; MLA heading/header). 
ACADEMIC 
HONESTY
This class holds the same standards of academic integrity as other classes at Saint Louis University. You can find the complete statement below on SLU’s website at: http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml 
“Saint Louis University is a community of learning in which integrity and mutual trust are vital…Academic dishonesty runs counter to the ethical principles...upon which the University is founded.

The destructive effects of academic dishonesty are many. Not only does it undermine the grading process, robbing teachers of their ability to assess the accomplishments of their students and to give proper responses and rewards, but it also impairs the ability of the University to certify to the outside world the skills and attainments of its graduates. Such dishonesty allows students to take unfair advantage of their peers and undermines moral character as well as self-respect. It also damages the bonds of academic trust upon which the entire University rests. Since the College of Arts and Sciences seeks to prepare students for lives of integrity and for occupations of trust, it regards all acts of academic dishonesty as matters of serious concern.

In establishing high standards of integrity, the College is not only affirming certain rules students are to observe in their time as students at Saint Louis University, but giving students ethical principles and practices to take with them as they move into diverse professions and walks of life beyond the walls of the University. To this end, the College relies, not merely on the willing compliance and support of its students, but on the adherence to professional ethics displayed by its students, but also by its faculty, staff, and administrators as well… 
In freshman writing classes, students will receive instruction on plagiarism, including a full discussion of the circumstances in which sources must be cited and a detailed introduction to standard methods for incorporating and documenting material derived from others.
To foster an academic environment in which integrity is uppermost, the College also relies on the commitment of its teachers. New members of the faculty will receive information about the Policy on Academic Honesty during their college orientation. All instructors are asked to promote honesty in their classes, both by establishing clear rules for the preparation of academic work and by minimizing the opportunities and incentives for cheating…”
Plagiarism/Cheating: According to dictionary.com, plagiarism is defined as follows: “Literary theft. Plagiarism occurs when a writer duplicates another writer's language or ideas and then calls the work his or her own. Copyright laws protect writers' words as their legal property. To avoid the charge of plagiarism, writers take care to credit those from whom they borrow and quote.”

If a student commits plagiarism, intentional or otherwise, he or she will receive an automatic “0” on the assignment. 

Plagiarism is listed as a cheating behavior is the school’s Student Discipline Policy Handbook.  Here is a list of other behaviors considered cheating:

· Looking at another student’s test, independent work.

· Giving, receiving, or using assistance on a test or independent work.

· Use of electronic media to exchange information during a test or independent work.

· Share computer disk/file to exchange information during a test or independent work.

· Sharing of test questions or answers outside the testing setting.

· Copying assignments or independent work.

· Taking another person’s independent work and turning it in as one’s own.

As with plagiarism, a student will receive an automatic “0” on an assignment for the above behaviors.


***This syllabus is subject to change, as deemed fit by the teacher. Students and parents will be made aware if and when changes occur.

Name: ________________________________________________ Period: _________

CP English II: American Literature
SYLLABUS/COMPUTER USAGE
2010-2011
We are fortunate to have computers in our classroom. With privilege comes responsibility. Therefore, here are the rules/procedures for use:

· Be Careful with Equipment—Upkeep of this equipment is essential. Therefore, any damages that are an indirect/direct result of inappropriate use or care will be your responsibility.

· Seek Permission First—While the computers are in use, you may only go online, use your email, or check PowerSchool with my permission. Also, viewing inappropriate materials will receive an immediate write-up.

· Keep Tables Clear—Bags/Purses must be stored underneath the tables.

· No Food/Drink/Gum—This point is not negotiable.

· Report Damage/Problems ASAP—Because machines do break or fail us, report any problems so you won’t be assigned the damages.

Procedure for Offenses

1st Offense—WARNING
2nd Offense—ONE WEEK off of computers

3rd Offense—WRITE-UP (school-wide block)

Please sign and return by: ______________ (due date)

STUDENTS: I have read the syllabus/computer usage rules and understand them. I will honor them both while in Room 3.
Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: __________

PARENT/GUARDIAN: I have read and discussed the syllabus/computer usage rules with my student. I understand them and will support them.
Signature: ______________________________________________ Date: __________

"I decline to accept the end of man."


William Faulkner: Nobel Prize Speech�December 10, 1950











