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We will walk with our own feet
we will work with our own hands
we will speak our own minds
-Ralph Waldo Emerson



ROMANTICISM: THE MOVE

. Question: What comes to mind or what do
you associate with the term
ARomanti ci Smo?



ROMANTICISM: THE MOVE

. Although we usually associate a quaint or
exaggerated effusion of emotion with
Romanticism (hence, the shift in meaning

of the word NRomant i c
relating |l oveé), the
about concepts of the individual and

his/her relationship to the world/society

that we still largely subscribe to, even
champion today.



Rationalism vs. Romanticism

The rationalists . The romantics

believed the city to be assoclated the

a place to find countryside with

success and self Independence, moral

realization clarity, and healthful
living.

To a large degree, Romanticism was a reaction against the Enlightenment or

Age of Reason, especially its emphasis on formal propriety (what is proper),
classical style (emphasis on order), and decorum (how one behaviors; certain
rul es of behavior; think on FrankIl ini



Historical Backgrounc

x Optimism
x Successful revolt against English rule
x Room to grow

x Frontier
x Vast expanse
x Freedom
x No geographic limitations



Characteristics

xThe Fi ve | 0s

x Imagination
x[ntuition

x |dealism

x Inspiration

x Individuality



Characteristics Expanded

. Values feeling and . Prefers youthful
INntuition over reason Innocence to
. Places faith in inner educated
experience and the sophistication
power of the . Champions individual
Imagination freedom and the
. Shuns the artificiality worth of the
of civilization and individual
seeks unspolled . Cont empl at e s
nature beauty as a path to

spiritual and moral
develobnment



Characteristics (continued)

. Looks backward to . Sees poetry as the
the wisdom of the highest expression of
past and distrusts the Imagination
Progress . Finds inspiration in
~Inds beauty and myth, legend, and
truth in exotic locals, fold culture

the supernatural
realm, and the inner
world of the
Imagination



Subject Matter

Quest for beauty
Escape from daily troubles

Journey to freedom, represented in nature as
opposed to the oppressive city

Use of far-away, imaginative settings

Supernatural, myth, legend & folklore



